
STATEMENT OF PRACTICE: 

GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMENĦS EMPOWERMENT 
 
The Co-operative Development Foundation of Canada (CDF Canada) is an international development charity 
that helps improve the lives of women, men, children and their communities through co-operative development. 
Co-operatives are an effective tool to bring women and men into the formal economy through the employment 
and economic opportunities they create. Through co-operatives, women and men can become agents of social 
change, improving the socio-economic situation of their families and communities. 

 
CDF Canada is committed to gender equitable programming 
because gender equality is a basic human right. This knowledge 
is reŅected in the co-operative values and our ńrst governing 
principle - Voluntary and Open Membership. Co-operative 
organizations and their services are open to all people without 
gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination. We 
also understand that long-term sustainable development can 
only be achieved if both men and women can equally access the 
opportunities and resources they need to be active members in 
their communities, from individual households and businesses, 
to national policy dialogues and decisions. 
 

 
CDF Canada believes that promoting womenĦs empowerment 
is critical to securing better livelihoods for both women and 
their families, and that positive actions specińc for women are 
often required to help balance the historical disadvantages 
experienced by women. As a result, targeted outreach is often 
required to involve more women in co-operative ventures. This 
work is coupled with efforts to achieve greater gender equality 
overall within households and communities. To this end, CDF 
Canada recognizes the importance of working and engaging 
with men to achieve these goals.  

�,�Q���5�Z�D�Q�G�D�����O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���I�R�U�X�P�V���D�Q�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���Z�L�W�K���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���Z�R�P�H�Q���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���F�R-
�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���K�D�V���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�
�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���V�N�L�O�O�V�� 

�,�Q���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�����&�'�)���&�D�Q�D�G�D�è�V���3�5�(�0�,�8�0���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
�L�V���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�
�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�P�H�Q�W��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� 


